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“Today, heritage is a seemingly ubiquitous concept, embraced by actors and stakeholders across a number of industries

and sectors, including tourism, urban planning and politics (Lowenthal 1998; Howard 2003; Smith 2006).

(…)

our present concern is the ways in which heritage today is increasingly understood as referring to global frames and

imaginaries.

(…)

…in what senses have heritage and its concomitant understandings and practices become globalized? How are various

forms of “globality” constituted in opposition to, entanglement or even symbiosis with other identifications and mindsets

of, for example, local and national scope? How are claims to globalized heritage assembled, appropriated and

contested? And how do such claims and discourses relate to the everyday activities, practicalities and material aspects

of heritage?”

Daugbjerg, M., & Fibiger, T. (2011). Introduction: heritage gone global. Investigating the production and problematics of

globalized pasts. History and Anthropology, 22(2), 135-147.
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RIBEIRA D’ILHAS BEACH – World Surfing Reserve  



ERICEIRA - FISHING PORT AND FISHERMEN BEACH



“Thus the anthropology of "agency" is not only about how social subjects, as empowered or disempowered actors, play

the games of their culture, but about laying bare what those cultural games are, about their ideological underpinnings,

and about how the play of the game reproduces or transforms those underpinnings.”

Ortner, S. B. (2006). Anthropology and social theory: Culture, power, and the acting subject. Duke University Press.

Fishermen Protest Action – March 2017

“WSR Guardian” Statue Opening - March 2017
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Ribeira d’Ilhas Beach - WSR 

Coxos Beach - WSR 

“The Save the Waves Program promotes Surfonomics which seeks to ‘determine the economic value of a wave and surfing to local

communities to help leaders make better choices to protect their coastal resourses and waves’ as an alternative to infrastructure and

industry that would destroy them”.

Decolonizing sustainable surf tourism. (2017). Tara Ruttenberg & Pete Brosius in Hough-Snee, D. Z., & Eastman, A. S. (Eds.). (116). The 

critical surf   studies reader. Duke University Press, 116
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(…)saving surf breaks through a policy tool such as

Surfonomics similarly condemns their social and natural

landscapes to deeper degradation and exploitation through

the commodification of nature as resources to be exploited

sustainably.

It is within this framework of tourism for sustainable

development, itself part and parcel of the larger economic

growth for development model vital to the global capitalist

economy, that the field of sustainable surf tourism has

situated itself quite (un)comfortably to date.

Decolonizing sustainable surf tourism. (2017). Tara Ruttenberg & Pete Brosius in Hough-Snee, D. Z., & Eastman, A. S. (Eds.). (pp.109-

117). The critical surf studies reader. Duke University Press.

11th Time World Champion Kelly Slater at Coxos Beach

Surf Lessons at Matadouro Beach



If we think the practices of individuals as a "set of schemes of perception and action experienced in view of the conjunctures

of a field that stimulate them" (Setton, 2002, pp. 65) and consider that the game of social actors contains intentionality and

projects, we see the importance of understanding how surfers and fishermen, through their agency, transform their cultural

systems.

And if we observe that investigating the social relations and actions of individuals is only possible in a process of mutuality,

the intersubjective and micro-historical perspective of Toren, where people are "active historical subjects and objects of the

actions of others, products and producers of an infinite but not arbitrary variety of meanings "(Toren, 1996, pp.512), will

allow us to advance with the idea that anthropological research, although intertwined with history, only emerges in the world

of lived experience.

Ford, N. J., & Brown, D. (2005). Surfing and social theory: Experience, embodiment and narrative of the dream glide. Routledge.

Setton, M. D. G. J. (2002). A teoria do habitus em Pierre Bourdieu: uma leitura contemporânea. Revista Brasileira de Educação, 2002(20), 60-70.

Toren, C. (1996). Socialization. in Barnard, Alan & Jonathan Spencer (eds.). Encyclopedia of Social and Cultural Anthropology. London & New 

York : Routledge, 512-514



“a mente é uma função da pessoa que se constitui ao 

longo do tempo, através de relações intersubjetivas com 

outras pessoas no mundo ambiental”  75

“If surf, associated with concerns for environmental sustainability,

can be considered a positive vector of change in the local

development(…)”

also

“(…)In the field of Sustainable Surf Tourism is necessary to

practicing development alternatives that support the local and the

endogenous while rejecting the universalization, control, and

limitation of development as we know it.”

Decolonizing sustainable surf tourism. (2017). Tara Ruttenberg & Pete Brosius in Hough-

Snee, D. Z., & Eastman, A. S. (Eds.). (pp.109-117). The critical surf studies reader. Duke

University Press.

Thank You.


